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Essay Questions for C1 students 

1. It is becoming increasingly popular to have a year off between finishing 

school and going to university. What are the advantages and disadvantages 

of this? 

2. Some people think that it would be better for large companies and industry 

to move to regional areas outside large urban centers. Do you think the 

advantages outweigh the disadvantages? 

3. With the rise of e-books comes the decline in paper books. Some people see 

this as a good step forward while others do not. What are the advantages and 

disadvantages of this trend? 

4. The rise of convenience foods has helped people keep up with the speed of 

the modern life style. What are the advantages of this trend? Do the 

advantages outweigh the disadvantages? 

5. There seems to be an increasing trend towards assessing students through 

exams rather than continual assessment. What are the advantages and 

disadvantages of exams as a form of assessment? 

6. Space exploration costs tax payers an exorbitant amount of money each 

year. What are the advantages and disadvantages of spending money on 

space exploration? 

7. Many elderly people are no long looked after by their families but are put in 

care homes or nursing homes. What are the advantages and disadvantages of 

this trend? 

8. It is often considered that change is more beneficial to people than trying to 

avoid it and have everything remain the same. Do you think the advantages 

of change outweigh the disadvantages? 

9. It is considered that New Year’s Day celebration can have problematic 

consequences for one’s health. What are the advantages and disadvantages 

of New Year’s Day celebration? 



10.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of gift exchange? 

11. New technologies have changed the way children spend their free time. Do 

you think the advantages of this trend outweigh the disadvantages? 

12. It is important for people to take risks, in both their professional lives. Do 

the advantages of taking these risks outweigh the disadvantages? 

13. People these days watch TV, films and other programmes alone rather than 

with other people. Do the advantages of this development outweigh the 

disadvantages? 

14. In the future all cars, buses and trucks will be driverless. The only people 

travelling inside these vehicles will be passengers. Do you think the 

advantages of driverless vehicles outweigh the disadvantages? 

15. Machines are taking over more and more jobs previously done by humans. 

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages and give your own opinion. 

16. In many workplaces, online communication is now more common than face 

to face meetings. Do the advantages of this trend outweigh the 

disadvantages? 

17. Some parents buy their children a large number of toys to play with. What 

are the advantages and disadvantages of giving children a large number of 

toys? 

18. Mobile phones have brought many benefits, but they have also had negative 

effects. Do the disadvantages of having mobile phones outweigh the 

advantages? 

19.  These days, many people move to cities for job opportunities. However, 

some people choose to live in the countryside. Do the advantages of living 

away from cities outweigh the disadvantages? 

20.  Nowadays we see more advertisements on the streets and on our TV 

screens. Do the advantages of seeing more advertisements outweigh the 

disadvantages?    

 



 Essay Questions for B2 students 

1. Always telling the truth is the most important consideration in any 

relationship between people. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

2. Schools should focus on academic success and passing examinations. Skills 

such as cookery, dressmaking and woodworking should not be taught at 

school as it is better to learn these from family. To that extent do you agree 

or disagree? 

3. Some people feel that the private lives of celebrities should not be openly 

shared by the media. To what extent do you agree or disagree? 

4. Caring for children is probably the most important job in any society. 

Because of this, all mothers and fathers should be required to take a course 

that prepares them to be good parents. To what extent do you agree or 

disagree with this view? 

5. More and more people are becoming seriously overweight. Some people 

think a solution can be to increase the price of fattening foods. To what 

extent do you agree or disagree? 

6. The working week should be shorter and workers should have a longer 

weekend. Do you agree or disagree? 

Essay Questions for B1 students 

1. A big salary is much more important than job satisfaction. Do you agree or 

disagree? 

2. Nowadays, more people move away from their friends and families for 

work. Do advantages outweigh the disadvantages? 

3. It is important for everyone, including young people, to save money for their 

future. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? 

4. Friendships that take place online are not as meaningful as those where 

people meet each other face to face. To what extent do you agree or 

disagree? 
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